
The	psalms	are	a	collec-on	of	
religious	poetry.	

www.an-qui-es.org.il	

library.duke.edu/	

digital.nls.uk/	



“stringed	instruments”	
(other	examples?	Ps	4,	6,	54-55,	67)	



“stringed	instruments”	
(other	examples?	Ps	4,	6,	54-55,	67)	

Authorship	or	dedica-on	
David	
Asaph	
Solomon	(Ps	72;	127)	
Moses	(Ps	90)	
Heman	(Ps	88)	
Ethan	(Ps	89)	
The	sons	of	Korah	(e.g.	Ps	42)		



	
	
	
"Moses	gave	Israel	the	five	books	of	the	Torah,	and	
to	correspond	with	them	David	gave	them	the	
Psalms,	in	which	also	there	are	five	books."		

	 	 	 	-	Midrash	Tehillim		

hZp://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/ar-cles/12409-psalms	



• Book	1:	1	–	41	
• Most	of	the	psalms	of	David	

• Book	2:	42	-	72	
• Predominately	the	psalms	of	David		

• Book	3:	73	-	89	
• Mostly	the	Psalms	of	Korah	&	Asaph	

• Book	4:	90	-	106	
• Mostly	un-tled	Psalms	(Ps	90	–	Moses)	

• Book	5:	107	-	150	
•  Includes	the	Psalms	of	Degrees	

	



Psalm		
137	

Lament 	 	Faith	
Exile 	 	 	Vengeance	

	 	 	Prayer?	

Psalm	
	133	

Wisdom 	 	Hope	
Instruc-on 		
Allegory	

Psalm	
2	

Prayer	 	 	Prophecy 		
God’s	majesty	
Hope	

Psalm		
32		

Instruc-on 	Personal	
Gladness	
Comfort	

Examples	of	the	diversity	of	the	Psalms.	



1.  The	Messiah	in	the	Psalms	
2.  Prophecy	in	the	Psalms	
3.  God’s	Majesty	
4.  Mo-va-on	and	comfort	
	


