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Ezra
Has a claim to priest as descendant of Aaron

Described as a ‘ready scribe’ not a priest

In either case a service position

Given treasure and authority by the king
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Rising to the Occasion

Nehemiah
Implies he is a descendant of Judah

The king’s cup bearer

A service position

Given authority to purchase materials and build by the king
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Rising to the Occasion

Noah
The only descendant of Adam to survive the flood with his 

family

Just an perfect in his generations

Whatever his occupation, he became an ark builder

Condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 
that is by faith
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Joseph
Beloved and trusted son of his father Jacob

Older brothers were shepherds, he helped his father

Egyptian slave entrusted with his masters house

Second only to Pharaoh entrusted with the all of Egypt

Egyptian prisoner entrusted with care of prisoners
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Gideon
Manassah: of poor family and least in his father’s house

Threshed wheat in winepress to hide from Midianites

LORD: Thou shalt save Israel

Slew the Midianite kings and became judge in Israel



Rising to the Occasion

Matthew 19:28

And Jesus said unto them [the apostles], Verily I say 
unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



Rising to the Occasion

Matthew 25:21

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord.



16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds. 17And he said unto him, Well, 
thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in 
a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.

Rising to the Occasion

Luke 9:16-17
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Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me 
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe 
on him to life everlasting.

1 Timothy 1:16

If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny 
him, he also will deny us:

2 Timothy 2:12



Rising to the Occasion

2 A bishop [overseer] then must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober [in his right 
mind], of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt 
to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, 
not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity;

1 Timothy 3:2-4



7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given 
to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 8 But 
a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, 
just, holy, temperate; 9 Holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers. 

Rising to the Occasion

Titus 1:7-9
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8 Likewise must the deacons [servants] be grave 
[revered], not doubletongued, not given to 
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; 9 Holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 10 
And let these also first be proved; then let them 
use the office of a deacon, being found 
blameless.

1 Timothy 3:8-10



Rising to the Occasion

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a 
cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. 

1 Peter 2:15-16



2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.

Rising to the Occasion

1 Peter 5:2-3



And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might.

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 
the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.

Leviticus 19:18

Deuteronomy 6:5

Matthew 22:40

On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.

Rising to the Occasion



14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For 
I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you.

Rising to the Occasion

John 13:14-15
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4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth 
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5 
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5


